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He hath fene. thee O man what is good, and what doth oh 
Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to 
walk hare with thy God. | 


Here is, inthe generality of. Mankind, a as 
compoſition of Vice and Virtue, a wild mix- 
ture of Sin and Religion; and tho, of all 
things in nature, theſe two are the moſt incon- 
ſiſtent; yet ſtill we think to enjoy the one, 
without any detriment to the other. Which notion, unleſs f 
it be well corrected, moſt certainly leads us to an extra- 
vagant Courſe of life, and moſt commonly ends in a. 
groſs Heatheniſh Superſtition. For when theſe two 
Principles, the Fear of God, and the Love of Sin, are jum- 


by bled thus together, they confound one another in. our 
Minds; and inſtead of having our ſinful Lives corrected by 
means of our Religion, our Religion it ſelf is more likely to 

be Corrupted by means of our ſinful Lives. 
Thus ic was With the Jews in the days ofthe Prophet 
B Micah, 


Micah, when from being Gods peculiar People, they were be- 
come peculiar in nothing ſo much as in their Vices, their Inju- 
ſtice, Unmercifulneſs, and Pride, which even then were the 
e characters of a Jew. For theſe Vices it was that 
God permitted a Schiſm in their Church, and a Faction in 
their Land; that Feruſalem and Samaria were become Rival 
Cities, and high Places were ſet up in oppoſition to the 
Temple. And then what hopes of Peace in //rac/, when the 
very God of Unity was become the Subject and Occaſion of 
their Strifes ; and the great contention between them was, 
Which was the true Church of God; What does God require 2 
To this the Prophet gives them botli an expreſs Anſwer 
in my Text, What does the Lord require of thee, but to do 
Juſtly, to love mercy, ang to wall humbly with thy God. This 
was enough to ſatisfie Bod, but this would not fatisfie a 
pompous ceremonious -ſinful Jew. This touch'd too near 
upon the ſin of his Soul, for which we find him, in the 
Verſe before my Text, trying to compound with God, and 
practiſing upon the Almighty. - — 
Shall I come before him, ſays one, with Burnt Offerings, and 
Calves of a Tear old, and make my Peace with the Sacrifices 
appointed by the Law 2 Will the Lord be pleaſed, ſays ano- 
ther, with thouſands of Rams, and ten thouſands of Rivers of 
Ole, and be appeasd with ſuch ſtupendous works of 
Supererogation ? Shall I pacify him, ſays a third, with a 
tragical Bloody Sacrifice. If he requires it, I am ready to 
give up my firſt born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my 
Body for the fin of my Soul. F 
Such ſtrange Notions have ſome Men of Religion; ſuch 
ſtrange practices do falſe Notions of Religion commonly pro- 
duce. And yet this was but the beginning of Superſtitious 
Barbarity, this was but the infancy of the Jewiſh Zealot; at 
length we ſhall find him Sacrificing, not ſingle perſons only, 
but whole multitudes to his Zeal ; and all his Devotion 
turn d to Kill and Slay. t b 
| "Tis 
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'Tis what one could hardly believe upon the credit of 
antient Hiſtory, had we not ſeen the ſame things practis'd 
in our own times, by a race of Men, who are as great pre- 
renders, and yet as great ſtrangers to Religion. We need 
not go ſo far back as to the inſtance of this day, to prove, 
That Popiſh Biggotry has produc'd as Tragical Effects, as 
either Jewiſh Zeal, or Heatheniſh Infidelity. But the in- 
ſtance of this Day exceeds all that ever Jew Contrivd, or 
Heathen Executed. It was indeed the Maſter piece of the 
Devil, whereby he projected, at one blow, to Cut off the 
moſt Glorious Church, and moſt Flouriſhing Nation in the 
World. And all this under the pretence of Piety, and the 
umbrage of Religion. Tantum Religio poterat ſuadere malorum. 

But the circumſtances both of their Plot, and of our De- 
liverance, are ſo memorable, that they need not be re- 
counted. The Deliverance was too Glorious for the Church 
ever to forget; and the Plot too Notorious for the Enemy to 
deny. And therefore, inſtead of waſting your time in a needleſs 
repetition of a Noted Truth, I ſhall take occaſion from the 
Doctrine of my Text, as applied to the inſtance of This Day, 
to give you a true notion, what pure Religion is; and to re- 
prove thoſe Irreligious Practices, which deluded Men, in 2 
divided Church, are apt to uſe towards one another. And 
this I ſhall do, by proving theſe 3 Propoſitions, which are 
manifeſtly contained in the words of my Text. 


I. That it is not all the Sacrifices and Ceremonies of 
God's own appointing, much leſs any Superſtitious 
Extravagancies of our own Contriving, that can make 

us acceptable to God, or anſwer the ends of Religion. 


II. That pure Religion conſiſts only in the reſormation of 
our Lives, in doing juſtly, loving mercy, and walking 
humbly with our God ; which is the only way to recom- 


mend us to the favour of either God or Man | 
B 2 | III. 


144 


III. That when we have perform'd theſe Duties, we may 

be aſſured of God's acceptance, and there is nothing 
more that he requires. What does the Lord require of 
thee, but to do ſuſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God? = | 


1. If our Lives are Sinful, it is not adhering to This, or 
the Other Church, that can make our peace: Who then 
would commit a damnable Sin for the Support of his Church, 
for which his Church can never give him Abſolution. It is 
not our thouſands of Rams, nor ten thouſands of Rivers of Oile, 
not all the Sacrifices and Ceremonies of the Law, that can 
make an Attonement for ſuch unlawful practices. For the 
Commandments of God are pure, and require our inward 
Spiritual Compliance : Virtue is the thing which they en- 
join, and Innocency is the end which they propoſe ; bur 
outward Ceremonies are only a decent Repreſentation of 
that Purity, which God requires Within us ; and Sacrifice is 
never effectual, but as it implies a death unto ſin. 

And yet ſo fooliſh are we, that we commonly forſake the 
Subſtance of Virtue, to perſue the Shadow ; and ſit down 
contented under this Covert of a Church, theſe Formalities 
of Religion; and if we think our Guide, infallible, we 
think infallibly that we ſhall be Sav'd. Nay, ſo ſubtle are 
we to deccive Our ſelves, that we make Religion it ſelf, and 
all its venerable Rites, to comply with our Hiquity, and 
miniſter to our Vice. Thoſe yery Sacrifices, whereby God de- 
ſign'd to ſecure us from Tranſgreſſions, we look upon as a full 
expiation of our Guilt, and conſequently as an Encourage- 
ment to tranſgreſs again. For when we find our Attonement 
ready, we allo are ready to commit the Fact: We think the 
worlt that can befall us, is but the Puniſhing of our 
Bodies, or Taxing our Eſtates; and then we need never 
to afflict our Souls. | 

But, 


22 f 

But, if ſuch Sacrifices and Offerings would ſuffice to buy 
our Innocency, who would not be a Purchaſer This is but 
deny ing, our ſelves in One Pleaſure, that we may indulge: 
Another; and Sacrificing our Covetouſneſs to our Luſts. 
But what can all this avail Us, or where is the merit of 
this expenſive Piety > The Prodigal, in his Luſt, would 
give as many thouſand Rams/'to,;;putchale his delight, 
as the miſtaken Penitent would beſtow to buy his Pardon. 
And indeed they both declare, by the largeneſs of their Bid- 
ding, that they have the very ſame Value for their Sins, and 
much the fame Devotion. - "ou" © 148 

How critical and preciſe were the Phariſees to obſerve 
every Punctilio ef the Law; not one jot, or tittle of 
it could eſcape them. So conſtant! to their hours of 
Prayer, and ſo punctual in their Offerings, that they 
ſpar d neither pains nor coſt, to make the Shew, and to 
get the Name of Godlineſs. Bur after all the ſtir they made 
with their pretended Piety, it amounted to no more than 
this, partly to Hide, and partly to Excuſe their Wickedneſs. 
And therefore we find, that notwithſtanding all their Zeal, the 
pride and Malice, the Envy and Arrogance of their Hearts, 
were ſuch Beaſts as they had not the heart to Sacriſicſe. 

Nay under the Cloak of their Hypocriſy, theſe Enormities 
grew the more. And indeed what means were leſt to reſtore 


their Vertue, when Religion it ſelf was made the Inſtrument, 


of their Vice; when their Prayers were without Charity, and 
their Sacrifices without Devotion: when their Faſting did 
but encreaſe their Pride, and their Alms were the product 
of their Injuſtice, Thus when corrupted Nature leads us 
into tempration, and à corrupted Religion will indulge us 
in it, our Souls muſt needs be in a very deſperate cale.,. 
Religion was ordained by God to promote ous Piety, and 
to Secure thoſe natural Principles of Vertue, which he imprint- 
ed in us. But if it ſerves only to debauch our Nature, and 


ſupply us with Evaſions for our Vice; if the Sactiſicing of 15 
Bea 


{ 


[5] 
Beaſt can attone for the Murdering of our Brother, orthe per- 
formance of a Ceremony excuſe our Breach of Truſt, then 
certainly the Heathen had good reaſon to ſay, Give me 
my honeſt Philoſophy again, and farewell with your 
Vile Religion. He thought it prophane that Men ſhould 
Eat their God: but that eating of cheir God ſhould transform 
them into Godly Men, and adopt them Saints, in ſpite 
of all their Sins, is indeed a Myſtery paſt all Underſtand- 
ing; and ſuch a Myſtery as, bleſſed be God, our Religion 
abhors. | 
Should an honeſt Heathen, who is vertuous only upon 
Principles. of Honour, and renounces a wicked Act, be- 
caute tis contrary to his Nature ; ſhould he behold the 
practice of ſome pretended Religious Men, running round in 
a perpetual circle of Sin and Sacrifice, embruing their hands in 
blood, and with thoſe bloody hands laying hold on the Altar; 
he would be apt to conclude. this Religion to be the moſt 
pernicious invention in the world; the corruption of Na- 
ture, the bane of Society, and only a device of wicked men, 
to ſupply the defect of Natural Virtue, by an artificial Inno- 
cency of their own contriving. He might well admire, what 
effect the Sacrificing of a Beaſt could have upon the Soul of 
Man, how the repeating a few formal Words, could poſſi- 
bly transform a Sinner into a Saint: but inſtead of ap- 
proving the Charm, he would certainly abhor the Contri - 
vance. | 
But if the blood of Rams, and Calves of a year old, is 
ſuch an abomination to him, what would he ſay of thoſe 
that give up their firſt born for their tranſgreſſion, and think 
to expiate their guilt, by doing Violence to their Nature ? 
how would he ſtand amaz d, to ſee Religion ſo far harden 
the hearts of Men, and blow them up to ſuch a prepoſte- 
rous Zeal, as to make them think that Barbarity is meritori- 
ous, and the way to imitate the Divine Nature, is to put off 
all humane Affections. Tis profane to think that mY - 
RET ights 
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lights in Blood: but to think that Our Sins can be waſh'd 
away with the blood of others, is impious and abſurd. That 
Sin muſt needs be very great, that ſtands in need of ſuch 
an Attonement: but nothing can attone for ſuch a Sacrifice: 

And yet this is a Sacrifice, with which not only the Su- 
perſticious Jews, but many pretended Chriſtians pleaſe them 
ſelves, and think thar God is well pleas'd with it roo : 
And when they are Guilty of moſt Notorious Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, they know no way of making their Peace with God, 
but by making War with Men. it 9 O07 
Religion is a Mild and Gentle Conſtitution ; deſign d to 
mollifie our Hearts, to wear off the ſtiffneſs of our Necks, 
and improve our Nature into a tenderneſs of Affection: 
And therefore our Saviour makes Love to be the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Character of his Goſpel. And certainly tliat Religion 
which can ſubſiſt without it, is not a Religion fit for Men. 
Thar Religion which does deſtroy it, deſerves to be deſttoy d 
it ſelf; for where Natural Affection is Baniſht, there can 
be no goodneſs leſt; there can be no Fear of God, where 


there is no Love of Man. 


In a word, the Ambition of a Vain- Glorious Prince, may 
be fed by Slaughter, and worldly Trophies may be raiſed 
upon the Bodies of the Slain : But to Build a Church upon 
the Downfal of the State, and lay the Foundation of our 


Faith upon the Ruins of our Charity; is a moſt wicked 


abſurd Deſign : And ſuch was the Deſign of our Enemies 
This Day. RY ai TY > 0 

Since therefore a ſpecious Piety can do us no good, and 
a miſtaken Zeal may do us much harm: Since the Forma- 
lities of Religion are Unprofitable in themſelves, and ro 
depend. upon them is Pernicious to Us ; ler us conſider 
in the | ' | _ ; 
Second place, what are the ſubſtantial Parts of Religion; 
what are thoſe Indiſpenſable Duties which God does require : 


And theſe my Text has reduced under Three Heads. F 175 
— 


| which ariſe, makes an Oar-law of himſelf, and accordingly 


a1 


Zo d Toſh -» Secondly; To le Mercy. And Thirdly, To 
9 


walk humbly with our God. 
Ot which, Vertues 1 ſhall now. ſpeak; not as they are 
the private Duties of Nee Mew: bur as 1 5 are che 


— Fre Irs ria; and —— (+ nt _ of 
ſuch a Diviſion, their hurch was Divided too ; through 
the Ambition of two contending Parties, their Religion was 
Corrupted; as the Service of God alyays ſuffers Fhrough 
the Infolence and Enmity of Men. 57 ilile 

FThus Animoſities and Hatred ſprang Bom, the Separation 


in their State; and che Schiſm in their Church fomented 


the Difference and made the Breach wider till, till at laſt 


the Faction grew ſo great, that the Fews would have no deal- 
ing with the, Samaritans. Therefore to compole theſe Dif- 


ferences, and to prevent the fatal Effects of ſuch Diſorders, 
which Naturally lead to the ruin of both Church and State, 
God gives them theſe following Directions. 

I. Jo do Fuſtly, That is, without any reſpect to Parties, 
without any Biaſs of partiality to our ſelves, or prejudice 


to other men, we mult do unto them, as we would the y ſhould: 


do unto us. This is that, Univerſal Reafon, which Ae. 
the World, and by which Mankind was intended to be 
Govern d: That Sovereign Judge which God has Eſta- 
bliſnt in our Hearts, to determine all Debates at Home, 
without having recourſe to Contentious Laws, or the 
Brutal force of Arms; and certainly, whoſoever declines 
this Judgment of Reaſon, in deciding the Controverſies 


he 


[9] 
he ſhould be treated: For without Juſtice'there is no living 
in the World, but we ſhould find every Place a Wilder- 
neſs, and every Man a Wolf. 2 
Now Juſtice makes no Diſtinction between Friend and 
Foe, but gives to every Man his Right: It holds an even 
Balance, and makes no grains of allowance tor Prejudice 
or Affection, but gives his whole Right ro every Man. 
And therefore the Wiſe Antients always Repreſented Juſtice 
Blind, that ſo ſhe might give equal Diſtribution, without 
reſpect of perſons, and Diſpenſe the whole Law with an 
Impartial Hand. an © 31 104 eee BE. 
How then can we deny any Man his real Right, becauſe 
we ſuppoſe he is our Enemy 2 It my Neighbour has a 
Controverſie with me about my Coat, why ſhould I there- 
fore take his Cloak, which without all Controverſie is his 
own. If he is really Unjuſt to me, yet why ſhould I be 
therefore Injurious to my ſelf, by returning Evil for Evil, 
and ſo Revenge his Quarrel upon my own Head. 
Partiality indeed is a Natural Error, but an Error it is, 
and withall a grievous Sin: All men are apt to judge 
in their own Favour, and when they are moſt ſolicitous to- 
right themſelves, they are moſt likely to be in the wrong; 
and therefore we have the greater Reaſon to be Critically” 
Juſt to our Enemies, becauſe the danger 1s not ſo great a- 
mongſt our Friends; and Prejudice is always blinder than 
Affection. a LAT 5 
I know there are many, who think themſelves ſecure 
from any breach of Juſtice to their Enemies, becauſe they 
hold no Commerce, or Communication with them; and 
account a difference in Religion, to be a ſufficient Ground 
of a civil Separation. But this it ſelf is a piece of great In- 
juſtice ; for every man has a Natural Title to the Friendſhip 
and Aſſiſtance of his Neighbour, and to deny him this, is 
to deny him his Undoubted Right: This does indeed 


ſavour much of the Jewiſh Zeal, to have no dealing _ 
| C the 
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[ 10 ] 


the Samaritans, but is very far from the Temper of the 


Goſpel, 


And accordingly Tertullian, in his Apology, tells the 
Gentiles, ©* We Chriſtians are not ſo bad Friends, of ſo un- 
profitable Neighbours to you, as you would Repreſent 
© us. We do not live like Hermites in our Cells ; nor con- 
ei fine our ſelves to our own Societies; but we frequent 
c your Cities, your Palaces, and your Courts, We come 
* freely to Viſit in your Houſes, and to Traffick in your 
„Shops. In all the ordinary concerns of Life, we make 
4 no difference between Gentile and Chriſtian, but have all. 
things in common, except Religion. 

This was the Practice of the Primitive Chriſtian Church, 
and I cannot but ſay for the Honour of that Church where- 
of we are Members, that this is our Practice too, with re- 
gard to thoſe that differ from us. And if they could but 
ſay the like, it would be much more for the Commenda- 
tion both of their Conſcience, and their Church, than any 
of thole rigid Principles, which divide them not only from 
our Religious Worſhip, but alſo from our Civil Conver- 
{2108 | | CURES 1 

I am ſure there can be no Conſcience in this, whatſo- 
ever they may pretend for the other; for certainly, where 
a Communion in Religion can't be had, there is the more 


need to Communicate in other things; that ſo Juſtice and 
Peace may be preſery'd, notwithſtanding the difference of 


Religion; and that's the moſt likely way to Unite us in 
Religion too. But why ſhould men ſuffer the Perverſneſs of 
their Manners, to bring a prejudice upon their Faith ; or 
who can believe the Fear of God to be in that place, where 
common Juſtice is not to be found, | 
Therefore let us tudy Peace with all men: But if thro 
their peryerſneſs, this cannot be obtain'd ; at leaſt let us 
be juſt to all Men, for this is in our own Power: Tho' 
they reward evil unto us, and without any cauſe will 
91 | become 
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become our Enemies, yet let us uſe them like Friends, and 
that perhaps may make them ſo: at leaſt, in ſo doing we 
ſhall betriend our ſelves, for Hatred is ſuch a Viper, as al- 
ways tears its own Bowels out, and Injuſtice naturally tends 
to its on deſtruction. 

But Secondly, It is not enough to do Fuſtly, but we muſt 
love Mercy too. For if we do only that which is our Duty, 
and our Intereſt beſides, what thanks have we. Where is 
the Merit, or what can be theReward of performing that, 
which the Law compells us to? If we have not defrauded 
our Neighbour, we ſhall not be oblig'd to reſtore him four 
fold. If we have not ſpilt his Blood, our Blood ſhall not 
be ſpilt for it. And is this all the Religion we have; where 
is the Glory of all this, or what inward Complacency and 
Satisfaction can we have from ſuch a forc'd Obedience. | 

Some may think perhaps, That the Young Man in the 
Goſpel, having always done juſtly, and kept all the Com- 
mandments from his Touth * could want nothing more, 
to qualifie him for eternal life. But his own Conſcience, 
that could not be flatter d thus, his inquiſitive Soul, that 
found there was ſome thing lacking yet, ſent him to our 
Saviour to know what good thing he ſhould do befides, and our 
Saviour ſends him back again to my Text for Information: 
Bids him ſell All and give it to the Poor, as an inſtance of 
his loving Mercy, and then come and follow him, to ſhew 
that he could walk humbly. with his God. 

And certainly as Juſtice is the property of the Law, ſo 
Mercy is the glory of the Goſpel : and is therefore ſaid to 
be more than all Burnt Offerings and Sacrifice. "Tis very 
expreſſively call'd, the fulfilling of the Law, which is empty 
of its ſelf, and requires this accompliſhment to compleat a 
righteous Man. | 
Saint Paul, running thrd the Catalogue of thoſe Vices 
which made the Old Romans Odious, and wore the judg- 
ments of God upon their _— and * 9 — 

| 2 es 


| 
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like her Saviour, when Sbe is reviled, revileth not again, 


[ 12 | 
cludes his character with theſe opprobrious terms, That the 
were unmerciful, implacable, without natural affetiow. I wiſh 
the Character, both of the Sin and the Puniſhment, had 
been applicable only to the Romans of that time, and then 
it had been much happier for theſe times of ours. But ſurely 
there muſt be a very ſtrange Religion, where there are ſuch 
vicious manners: and tis better to have no Sacrifices at all, 
than to mingle them with the blood of Men. No circum- 
ſtances, whatſoever, of Enmity or Diviſions, can juſtific 
fuch barbarous Proceedings. Tho Familiarity be broke off, 
yet as long as there is common Humanity left between us, 
there ought to be acts of mutual love. No 

If the Jews and Samaritans are at Variance, and divided i in 
their Religion ; maſt they therefore Kill and Deſtroy one an- 
other. J he good Samaritan I am ſure was of another mind, 

If we can't in Conſcience ſubmit to worſhip at their Altar, 
mult we therefore fall their Sacrifice; ſurely this is to make 
their Altars deſervedly hateful whatever they were before. 

Nay; tho' the right were on their fide, yet Mercy is an 
abatement of Juſtice, a mollifying the rigour of the Law ; 
and Men may be bound in Charity to thoſe good works, 
to which they are not bound in Juſtice. - 

The Jewiſh Church was true, and the Samaritan Schiſma- 
tical, and yet our Saviour choſe to repreſent Himſelf under 
the character of the good Samaritan, relieving the Wants, 
and binding up the Wounds, of his inveterate Enemy. To 
give us an Example of that Rule, which he had preſcribed 
before, that Mercy is more than Sacrifice, and Aung 


better chan Religion. 
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where we can ſpeak this with a good Conſcience, and 


hear it without remorſe ; without fearing the Reproach to 
be retorted upon our ſelves. A Church as eminent for its 
Mercy, as ever flouriſhed in the Chriſtian World: Which 
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r- [fulneſs receive the word of truth. 
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Perſecutes not thoſe in her Proſperity, who have Petſecuted 
Her, even to Ruine and Extirpation. But in confidence ot 
her own Innocency, has always committed Her Cauſe to 
God; and neglected thoſe human policick means, of Op- 
preſſion, and Revenge, which worldly Men think ſo neceſ- 
tary for their preſervation. And yet Her Perſecutors have 
the confidence to call Her a perſecuting Church, a Title 
which they know, to their comfort, She does not deſerye. 
That Men ought not to ſuffer for their Faith, nor be 
depriv'd of their Lives or Fortunes for a bare difference of 
Religion, is a Principle ſo eſſential to our Church, I had 
almoſt faid fo peculiar to our Church alone, that in our own 
Memory ſhe has given ſuch glorious inſtances of it, as allour 
Adverſaries, in all times, I am cartain cannot equal. 
How ready has She always been to embrace Her greateſt 
Enemies with the arms of kindneſs, without fearing the 
ws of their Ingratitude, after ſhe has warm'd them in her 
olom. (ina : foi 10-4566 
How freely has ſhe always given the protection of Her 
Sanctuary, to a ſort of Men, who as freely revile her 
Communion, And I doubt not but her greateſt Adverſaries 
will always find her tender and Compaſſionate, and reſenting 
their Perſecutions no otherwiſe than as our bleſſed Saviour 
did, Father forgive them, they know not what they d. 
But Thirdly, After Juſtice and Mercy, the next Virtue 
which recommends a Church, and compleats the Character 
of Pure Religion, is Humility ; to walk humbly with our God. 
And whoſoeve- walks otherwiſe, is void not only of pure 
Religion, but of commonſenſe. _, 3/3452 oe 
We live, God knows, in an ignorant and ſinful World.; 
where beſides the Miſts which Luſt and Partiality caſt 
before our Eyes, to hinder our Diſcoveries, Nature it ſelf 
has drawn a Cloud over our Heads to darken our Under- 
ſtanding ; that ſo we might with all humility of mind, 
depend upon God for our. Inſtruction, and with all * 
| Tho' 


[14] 

Tho our Fore-fathers did Eat of the Tree of Knowledge, 
and thereby open'd their Eyes; yet it was only to ſee 
their Shame, and diſcover the Blindneſs of their Hearts, 
The Tree of Life was ſtill untouch'd, and all that Know- 
lede which muſt lead us unto Life, ſtill comes from the 
Hand of God. Bur, as the Palmiſt ſays, The ſecret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him, and our Humility is the 
only way to find it out. 

And now, what occaſion is here for Strife and Enyy, 
or why ſhould a difference of Opinion create a difference | 
of Affection; why ſhould we Proſecute with Fire and 
Sword, all thoſe who believe otherwiſe than we believe? | 
Indeed if we would have men believe in complement to 
us, and for the ſake of our Word, there is ſome reaſon 
to think our ſelves ſlighred when our Judgment is Con- 
demn d. But is this our Humility : Or is this the Ground 
of our Faith? Did we believe upon the Credit, or for the 
Sake of Man : Why then ſhould we Impoſe that upon 
orhers, ro which we can't Submit our ſelves. Why 
ſhould we make our Word a Rule to another mans Faith, 
when tis only Gods word that is the Rule of ours. 
In ſhort, he that Humbly and Induſtriouſly labours to 
find out the Truth, and believes all which God by any 
means has reveal'd unto him; he that believes it all for 
the fake of this Revelation, and acts according to his 
Belief ; he it is that walks humbly with his God, and is in 
as fair a way to happineſs, as St. Paul himſelf, who was 
carry'd up to Heaven to be Inſtructed. | 
So little reaſon is there for a Magiſterial Infallibiliry 
in the Church, that nothing but Humility can guide us 
to the Truth, or Excuſe us if we are in Error. So lit- 
tle pretence has any Church to boaſt it ſelf the only Fa- 
vourite, the only Confident of Heaven, that they who 
do ſo, are moſt likely to be Excluded. So fooliſh a 
thing is it for any man to be Peremptory, and Dogma- 
| 3 
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tical in his Opinions, to Impoſe his Judgment upon tlie 
World, and Uſurp upon the Liberty of Mankind, that 
this very Uſurpation is a certain Sign of his Miſtake; 
and the farther he is from Humility, the farther he is 
from Truth. 900 

And here alſo, to do right to our Mother Church, it muſt 
needs be allowed, that ſhe affumes no Power of Enacting 
Laws, nor Uſurping upon the Souls and Confciences of 
the People, but by the Modeſty of her Behaviour to- 
8 ſhews that ſhe does indeed walk humbly with 
her God. | | ro 

She Impoſes nothing upon our belief by her own Au- 
thority, but leaves us, for our only Rule of Faith, to the 
Holy Scriptures, and thereby avoids the Two fatal Rocks 
of Offence, which fome other Churches have daſh'd upon, 
namely the 3 Preſumption, of Impoſing thoſe 
things as neceſſary, which no where are Commanded. And 
the Superſtitious Fear, of 1 thoſe things as Un- 
lawful, which no where are forbidden. £ 
She Expoſes the Word of God freely to our view, and 
uſes the moſt proper means to give us the trueſt Inter- 


pretation. Exhorts us to Search the Scriptures well, and 


if the Perverſeneſs or Luſts of men will wreſ# theſe Scrip. 
tures, it is to their own Condemnation and not to ours. 
We pretend not to Cure the World of Sin, and till that is 
done, we know no way to fecure Sinful Men from 

"Tis ſufficient for us, that they who walk humbly with 
their God, and Pioufly deſire to be inform'd ; who read 
the Scriptures with Humility, and beg the Bleſſing of God 
upon their endeavours; ſhall be Inſtructed in all Truths 
neceſſary to Salvation. Let us but Act ſincerely ac- 
cording to what we know, and there is no well mean- 
ing Chriſtian, but knows enough to fave his Soul. For 
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Laſtly, if we have done Juſtly, and Jov'd Mercy, aud 
wall d Humbly with our God, there is nothing more which 
God requires of us. Here we may take our Station, 
and be ſecure of Happineſs. Whilſt ſome contend for the 
Mount of Samaria, and others for the Temple of - Feru- 
ſalem, and both are ready. to Fight for the Honour of 
their peculiar place of Worſhip; let us firſt ſecure the 
thing, for which the Worſhip was deſign'd, and leave this 
wrangling Perſecuting Temper, ro rhoic who have no- 
thing elſe to ſhew for their Religion. TENT 

God intended not the whole Life of Man for Contro: 
verſie, but for Action: He, leads us not to Heaven 
through Unintelligible Mazes, and Intricate Paths, but 
in a Direct and Open Way, and forbids us to turn aſide, 
either to the Right Hand or the Left. The Way is 
Narrow indeed, and Steep. with all; and requires not ſo 
much our Sagacity, as our Strength: Tis hard to climb 
it up, but not hard to find it out; the Directions in my 
Text are Natural and Eaſie, and ſince theſe Vertues a- 
lone, of. Juſtice, Mercy, and Humility, are enough to 
carry us to Heaven, who can pretend that we want 
5 rg Information, or ſtand in need of an Infallible 
Guide. 5 | 

Let us therefore make theſe Vertues our principal and 
continual Study, Let us practice that Juſtice, which Rea- 

ſon it ſelf has Taught us; and Improve that Mercy, which 
is infus'd into us by Nature; and then we have no more 
to do, but to walt Humbiy with our God, to pay him our 

Devotion in ſuch manner as he requires, that is, in ſuch 
manner as, to the beſt of our Underſtanding, he has reveal d 
unto us. g Py = | 
Mere we accountable unto Man for all our Actions, 
yet what can Man require of us more than this, to re- 
ceive his Inſtructions according to the beſt of our Judg- 
ment, and perform them according to the utmoſt of our 

. Strength. 


1 
Strength. And ſhall not the great Judge of the World do 
Righteoufly 2 Shall not God be more juſt than Man; ſure- 
ly chat Juſtice which he requires from us, he will repay 
Ten- fold into our Boſoms, he will be Juſt to out Merits ; 
nay more, he will be Merciful to our Offences. 

And then let not your Heart be troubled, neither be 
diſmay'd at their Uncharitableneſs, who denounce Wo and 
Damnation againſt you, for not complying with the For- 
malities of their Worſhip, aud Communicating with ſuch 
a Church, as is all made up of Outward ſhew, and yet 
there is neither Juſtice, nor Mercy, nor Humility, to be 
ſeen. | | | 
Did they but know the Intrinſick value, the Eſſence of 
Religion, they would never value themſelves ſo much upon 
theſe Outſides. But they who want the Subſtance, muſt 
make it out in Shew. Where Vertue is Defective, and a 
Reformation can't be had, it muſt be ſupply'd by ſome 
furious Zeal, or ſome coſtly Sacrifice, by Rivets of Oyl, 
or Rivers of Blood. | # 8 
And much good may theit ſplendid Rites, aud Pompous 
Devotions do them; we wiſh chem good luck with their 
thouſand Rams, and ten thouſand Rivers of Ol. But where 
is their Juſtice, . or their Metcy all the while, that they 
ſhould ſlay Our Firſt-Born' for Their 'Tratifgreſfion, ' and Sa- 
crifice Our Bodies, for the Sin of Their Souls. Where is 
their Humility, that they ſhould Reprobate, and Cenſure, 
and Condemn to Hell, all them whoſe Conſciences will 
not permit them to comply with their Vanities, nor to 
come within the Pale of ſo Blogdy, ſo Hard-hearted a 
Communion. . f WD. * 

But has not God commanded us to Hold Communion 
with the Church, and to Joyn in Worſhip with our Bre- 
thren ; and is not the Temple of Feruſalem the place where 
Men ought to Worſhip 2 Y cs. doubtleſs, when accels to the 
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with their God, 0 
Plots, and moſt Probably, no more Diviſions amongſt 
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Templo may be had, tis fit we ſhould all frequent it, 


and there dwell together lite Brethren in Unity. 


But When our Brethren leave us without a Caufe, or 
give us Cauſe to leave Them: When the Temple is ci- 
ther Deſerted, or Defil'd ; then what does God require ; 
ſurely not to follow our Brethren, either in an Idolatrous 
Worlhip, or a Groundleſs Separation; no, nor to Perſecute 
them for not following us: But to do Juftly, to Love 


- 


Mercy, and to walk Humbly with our God. 


.., Decency, and Unity, are very requiſite, 'when they are 


conſiſtent with the Truth : and the Beauty of Holineſs is very 
defireable, where it can be obtain d, But where it cannot; 


we. muſt take the Holineſs, without the Beauty : When the 


Shadow is departed, the Subſtarice muſt be contented to 
Shadow is deparred, the 'Subſtance walt be contemed ts 


How happy. then are We, who live in ſuch a Church, 
Where both theſe are to be 'found'; both the Decency, and 
theBurity of Worſhip : Where nothing is Wanting towards a 
comely Order; and nothing Abounds to Superſtition : Where 
our Devotion is conſiſtent with our Virtue ; and Religion 


and Reaſon go hand in hand. 


From the Inſtructions and Examples of this Church, would 


Menbar lan ot Fl, oe He and one Fob 
Certainly We ſhould have no ors 
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